
 

 
 

 
Call for papers 

Workshop « Burial denial and human remains out of sepulchral contexts in the 
Ancient Mediterranean (Right of burial 3) » 

 
 

 November 13th 2017 
Rome, École française de Rome 

Piazza Navona 62 
 

The vast majority of human remains found in archaeological contexts are 
burials, that is to say that they are the result of funerary practices performed by 
one or several persons with a positive intention towards the dead. But not all the 
dead received such funerary treatment in the Ancient Mediterranean: burial denial 
as an ultimate punishment is one of the most frequently discussed cases of non-
sepulchral treatment of the dead. But it could also occur that corpses were lost or 
made unreachable by specific circumstances (drowning, a high fall, death in 
combat, etc.), preventing the performing of proper funerary practices around the 
body (corpses without a burial) – but also sometimes leading to the construction of 
cenotaphs (burials without corpses). 

 
Using archaeological, anthropological, historical, legal and literary sources 

on the Ancient Mediterranean (Greek, Roman, Etruscan, Italic, Gaulish, Phenician 
and Punic), we will ask several questions:  

- what where the causes – accidental or intentional, political, religious 
or social – that may lead to human remains being left without a 
burial ?  

- how were these “non burials” dealt with by the families and social 
groups?  

- in an archaeological context, what are the criteria that can be used 
to distinguish a burial from a non burial or an “atypical” burial ?  

Dead not buried, burials with no dead and “atypical” burials are the three threads 
we will follow.  
 
Submissions for papers may present specific examples and case studies from 
various periods and regions. An interdisciplinary perspective, offering a diachronic 
overview with different theoretical and methodological considerations is 
particularly welcome. If you would like to participate, please send an abstract of 
about 300 words to reine-marie.berard@efrome.it by the 5th June 2017. 
 
Languages  
French, Italian, English 
 
Contact 
reine-marie.berard@efrome.it   
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